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How European National Parliaments act during the Corona Crisis
Country Parliament Status Details Date Source
Austria Nationalrat Parliament operates under safety distance Plenary Sessions from 2 — 3 April went 20.03.2020 | Click here
measures. ahead - attendance was reduced by half.
New online tours of Parliament for 08.04.2020 | Click here
citizens.
Next plenary session not until Tuesday Click here
21 April.
Belgium The Federal Committee Meetings and Plenary sessions Government temporarily authorized to 27.03.2020 | Click here
Parliament cancelled. The Bureau of the Senate may decide | implement legal measures without

to hold meetings - decisions will be taken on a approval of parliament.

case-by-case basis. Scheduled meetings of the committees 02.04.2020 | Click here
and the plenary session of the Senate
cancelled.
Some Committee Meetings via Zoom 06.04.2020 | Click here
(e.g. European Affairs Committee on 6
April).
Extended deadline - for the appointment | 03.03.2020 | Click here
of non-magistrates to the High Council
of Justice.

Bulgaria National Assembly Assembly will only meet on bill and acts related | Scrutiny will be in written form; the 26.03.2020 | Click here
to the state of emergency until 13 April. committees continue working.

Last plenary session was 18 - 20 March. Selected committee meetings went 05.04.2020 | Click here
ahead on 5 April.

Croatia Sabor Parliament continues as normal, but only two Parliament continues as normal. 01.04.2020 | Click here
members of each party group attending sessions | Speaker hopes MPs can return to 06.04.2020 | Click here
and social distancing measures in place. damaged Parliament building after

Easter.
Bill to legalize broader surveillance on 07.04.2020 | Click here
citizens’ mobiles sent to 2" reading.

Cyprus House of Parliamentary activities under precautionary Committee meetings held via telephone. | 25.03.2020 | Click here

Representatives safety measures. Parliamentary Sitting 3 April went 03.04.2020 | Click here

ahead.
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https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/AKT/SCHLTHEM/SCHLAG/J2020/061NR_Aviso.shtml
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/AKT/SCHLTHEM/SCHLAG/J2020/67virtuellefuehrungen.shtml
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/TERM/index.shtml?alle=J&MJ=30T&von=08042020&bis=07052020&Button=Anzeigen
https://www.senate.be/www/?MIval=/index_senate&MENUID=51000&LANG=fr&PAGE=/event/20200327_plenary-session/20200327_plenary-session_fr.html
https://www.senate.be/www/?MIval=/index_senate&MENUID=51000&LANG=fr&PAGE=/event/20200402_coronavirus/20200402_coronavirus_fr.html
https://www.senate.be/www/?MIval=/index_senate&MENUID=53000&LANG=fr
https://www.senate.be/www/?MIval=/index_senate&MENUID=51000&LANG=fr&PAGE=/event/20200403-High_Council_of_Justice/20200403-High_Council_of_Justice_fr.html
https://www.parliament.bg/en/news
https://www.parliament.bg/en/parliamentarycommittees/sitting/#2020-04-05
https://www.sabor.hr/en/press/news/jandrokovic-parliament-continues-business-usual
https://www.sabor.hr/en/press/news/speaker-hopes-mps-can-return-parliament-building-after-easter
https://www.sabor.hr/en/press/news/bill-mobile-phone-surveillance-sent-second-reading
http://www.parliament.cy/el/%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%81%CE%B9%CF%8C%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%82-%CF%80%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%AD%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%85-2020/%CF%83%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B5%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%AF%CE%B1-%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%82-%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%AD%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%B1%CF%82-%CF%84%CE%BF-%CE%B1%CF%80%CF%8C%CE%B3%CE%B5%CF%85%CE%BC%CE%B1-%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%82-%CF%80%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%BA%CE%B5%CF%85%CE%AE%CF%82-%CE%B1%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%86%CE%AC%CF%83%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%B5-%CE%B7-%CF%83%CF%8D%CF%83%CE%BA%CE%B5%CF%88%CE%B7-%CE%B1%CF%81%CF%87%CE%B7%CE%B3%CF%8E%CE%BD-25032020
http://www.parliament.cy/images/media/redirectfile/20-03042020-%20agenda..pdf
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Czech Republic | Czech Parliament Plenary sessions under precautionary measures. | Access to Chamber denied to outsiders. | 27.03.2020 | Click here
Access to Chamber of Deputies is restricted. Access to Chamber of Deputies is 06.04.2020
restricted to deputies, MPs and
designated employees.
Extended state of emergency to 30 April. | 08.04.2020 | Click here

Denmark Folketinget Closed to all visitors but essential work Only critically important functions 12.03.2020 | Click here

continues, extended provisionally to 3 May. running.

Parliament to convene next on 14 April. Committee meetings via video 30.03.2020 | Click here
conference. 02.04.2020 | Click here
Limited access - visits, conferences etc.
cancelled until 3 May.

Estonia Riigikogu Only time-critical issues will be discussed. Committees function by teleworking. 16.03.2020 | Click here
Foreign Affairs Committee support EU 03.03.2020 | Click here
solidarity in the corona crisis.

Finland Eduskunta MPs may follow parliament’s work and propose | Only necessary meetings of committees | 24.03.2020 | Click here

legislative initiatives digitally, but not vote. are held.
Remote work options (digital) for MPs.
Parliament closed to public. 25.03.2020 | Click here

France Assemblée Parliamentary activity reduced to essential Non-essential staff works remotely. 19.03.2020 | Click here

Nationale activities. New format for government questions — | 07.04.2020 | Click here
only speakers, group chairmen &
ministers present in the Chamber.
Germany Bundestag Plenary sessions continue with distance of at The quorum of at least 50% of MPs 25.03.2020 | Click here
least 1,5m and only every third seat is occupied. | being present in the plenary will
Parliament closed to external visitors. temporarily be reduced to 25%.
Greece EAANVIKO Continues its legislative work by drastically Only one draft bill shall be put to vote 17.03.2020 | Click here
KowvoBoUALo limiting the presence of members. each week.
(Hellenic
Parliament)

Hungary Orszaggyiilés Government rules by decree without needing Measure aimed at extending a state of 23.03.2020 | Click here

parliamentary approval to implement emergency and granting the government | 05.04.2020 | Click here

legislation.

special powers to take extraordinary
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https://www.psp.cz/sqw/cms.sqw?z=13799
https://www.psp.cz/sqw/cms.sqw?z=13831
https://www.thedanishparliament.dk/en/news/2020/03/parliament-is-closed-for-visits
https://www.ft.dk/da/aktuelt/nyheder/2020/02/20200401_upn-mode
https://www.ft.dk/da/aktuelt/nyheder/2020/04/begraenset-adgang-til-folketinget-i-resten-af-april
https://www.riigikogu.ee/en/press-releases/constitutional-committee-en/constitutional-committee-rules-procedure-allow-holding-committee-sittings-teleworking-format/
https://www.riigikogu.ee/en/press-releases/foreign-affairs-committees-statement-support-unity-eu-nato/
https://www.eduskunta.fi/EN/tiedotteet/Pages/Kansanedustajat-etatyo.aspx
https://www.eduskunta.fi/EN/tiedotteet/Pages/publicgalleryclosed.aspx
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/crise-du-coronavirus-covid19-reprise-des-travaux-le-19-mars
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/questions-au-gouvernement-nouveau-format
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/bundestag-coronavirus-101.html
https://www.hellenicparliament.gr/Enimerosi/Grafeio-Typou/Deltia-Typou/?press=601b3840-1348-468d-a957-ab8100d8b467
https://hungarytoday.hu/coronavirus-opposition-orban-special-powers-emergency/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/05/world/europe/victor-orban-coronavirus.html
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measures to contain the spread of novel
coronavirus.

Ireland Houses of the Restricted access and reduced opening hours of | Seanad (Senate) general elections took 03.04.2020 | Click here
Oirechats Parliament. place — count moved offsite, minimum
staff.
Italy Parlamento della Working at significantly reduced capacity. All buildings close at 7 pm and all visits 14.03.2020 | Click here
Repubblica Italiana Commission meetings kept to minimum & held have been suspended.
in large places. Voting not done remotely.

Latvia Saeima Parliament paused till 16 April. All events are indefinitely postponed. 12.03.2020 | Click here
Plenary Sittings to take place via video New digital format for plenary sessions. | 02.04.2020 | Click here
conference - MPs to work from different Committees can hold meetings remotely
premises for distance measures. (video conference).

Lithuania Seimas The work of the Seimas continues despite the The Spring schedule is significantly 24.03.2020 | Click here
event of emergency. revised.

Unscheduled sittings on 31 March for
action against Covid.
Luxembourg Chamber of Parliamentary scrutiny limited through state of The Chamber of Deputies can, at every 19.03.2020 | Click here
Deputies emergency. moment, suspend the state of crisis.
From 20 March - videoconference system for No possibility for remote voting.
Plenary & Committee meetings.

Malta Parlament Ta” Malta | Parliament now closed for Easter — next session | Travel and access to the public 12.03.2020 | Click here
20 April. restricted. 02.04.2020 | Click here

Netherlands Tweedekamer Regular committee meetings discontinued, only | MPs can ask written questions to the 14.03.2020 | Click here
meetings about Coronavirus are taking place. government and conduct written

committee consultations.
Parliamentary work postponed (e.g. 06.04.2020 | Click here
publication of official reports).

Poland Sejm Parliamentary sessions are conducted remotely. | Voting takes place using a special system | 29.03.2020 | Click here
MPs tune in remotely. via parliamentary tablets

Portugal Assemblia de Parliament has extended the state of emergency | The Plenary meets only once a week 02.04.2020 | Click here

Republica

till 17 April.

until Easter Sunday, unless required.
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https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/press-centre/news-and-features/20200403-covid-19-staff-information/
https://www.repubblica.it/politica/2020/03/14/news/coronavirus_italia_appello_parlamentari_5x5_tenete_aperto_il_parlamento-251270309/
https://www.saeima.lv/en/news/saeima-news/28814-saeima-to-take-additional-precautionary-measures-due-to-the-spread-of-covid-19
https://www.saeima.lv/en/news/saeima-news/28861-saeima-gears-up-for-remote-plenary-sittings
https://www.lrs.lt/sip/portal.show?p_r=35403&p_k=1&p_t=270364
https://gouvernement.lu/en/actualites/toutes_actualites/communiques/2020/03-mars/19-reglement-mesures.html
https://parlament.mt/media/104792/pr200463.pdf
https://parlament.mt/
https://www.tweedekamer.nl/nieuws/kamernieuws/coronavirus-nieuwe-maatregelen-parlementaire-proces-gaat-door
https://www.tweedekamer.nl/nieuws/persberichten/parlementaire-ondervragingscommissie-biedt-eindverslag-later-aan
http://www.sejm.gov.pl/Sejm9.nsf/komunikat.xsp?documentId=8B2743783E2086E2C125853A0047507E
https://www.parlamento.pt/Paginas/2020/marco/Estado-de-emergencia.aspx?n=30
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The Plenary meets with 1/5 of the
Members.

Plenary debates taken in the presence of
more than half of MPs, (116 Members
are required to vote).

Committees only meet if necessary.

Romania Parlamentul In the current state of emergency votes can be Parliament voted the new government 17.03.2020 | Click here
Romaniei collected by electronic means. on 14 March 2020.
Slovakia Narodna Plenary sessions still going ahead. It is discussed if officials should reduce 27.03.2020 | Click here
their salary.
Plenary meeting going ahead to discuss 07.04.2020 | Click here
environmental issues.
Slovenia National Assembly Parliament works continues with 1,5m distance | In order to ensure the distance hallways | 30.03.2020 | Click here
between all participants. and additional chairs are being used.
Parliament closed to external visitors. Plenary agenda continues. 07.03.2020 | Click here
Spain El Parlamento March 12 — all activity suspended for 2 weeks. 2 exceptional meetings which allow 03.04.2020 | Click here
Plenary sessions will continue at shorter electronical voting.
intervals.
No plenary sessions are scheduled for the week
of 31 March to 2 April.
Sweden Riksdag Parliamentary sessions with heavily reduced 55 out of 349 members participate in 18.03.2020 | Click here

number of MPs.

Plenary and Committee meetings continue to be
held.

Voting is carried out in person.

votes in the Chamber.
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http://www.cdep.ro/pdfs/oz/oz20200319/raport_comisia_%20juridica.pdf
https://www.nrsr.sk/web/Default.aspx?sid=udalosti/udalost&MasterID=55234
https://www.nrsr.sk/web/Default.aspx?sid=udalosti/udalost&MasterID=55246
https://www.dz-rs.si/wps/portal/Home/mediji/danesVDrzavnemZboru/dogodek/dfdc156c-0079-4425-8ddd-32a3439f6859/!ut/p/z1/tVLLcoIwFP0VXLjMJDwlS2oXlZZhQVslm04kgLEmQYxQ_frGTrcWOw7ZZJJ7Hrk3BxK4gkTSjtdUcyXpzpxzEnw8L9IMP9gRShP7ES1wil_sOEQoDeA7JJA0BWcwZxUrbD8oAEIzDDzP8UHIGAOuQ13PxVUQ-viCLqRu9MbgzxZTxVGUUh-mSJSMb_kUMSrLg9VZrD3TTpbCOq9VezT3qlbs8wK4xWY59G5iyujKihDMDX92le-4cNnxsodvUrXCjCn75xSehhyyex0GGkDjyjvjytt3ysc_3_9HOkzsnTaZJ7WRpXoDuKwUXN2kbah8u9-TyARdSV1-aUMcMemNEKF7Annc9f1rJebr8Hc7ubs6mky-AURrKqY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.dz-rs.si/wps/portal/Home/mediji/danesVDrzavnemZboru?start=2020-04-07
http://www.senado.es/web/relacionesciudadanos/trabajarformarsesenado/requisitos/index.html
https://www.riksdagen.se/en/news/2020/mar/18/party-group-leaders-change-work-procedures-in-the-chamber-on-account-of-the-coronavirus/

